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views, he is content to await events and mould
his views and designs to circumstances as they
arise." Maybe his mental and moral strength
was already being sapped by the progress of
the painful disease - a stone in the bladder -
which was soon to wreck both will and judgment.
Certain it is that he was not the man of the
Empire's early days. If proof were needed, it lies
in the facility with which Bismarck duped him at
the Biarritz interview in 1865, when the Iron
Chancellor extracted a promise of France's
neutrality during the coming hostilities against
Austria, in return for an illusory promise of
Luxembourg.

With his popularity at its height, the Emperor
had received credit for all blessings, no matter
what their cause. So with the tide of his fortunes
on the ebb, every mishap was laid at his door.
The winter of 1862-3 witnessed great distress in
the manufacturing areas of France. This was
directly due to the cotton famine resulting from
the outbreak of the American Civil War - but it
was the Emperor Napoleon whom the victims
cursed in their hearts. Again, after the severe
winter of 1868, when bread was dear and unem-
ployment rife, the by-elections ran alarmingly
against the Government. Yet, despite these
whisperings, despite the growing hostility of
almost all the political factions, despite temporary